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The Make it Work Project is an initiative by The Netherlands (Ministry of Infrastructure and the 

Environment), the UK (Department for Environment, Food & Rural Affairs), Germany (Federal Ministry of 

Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety) and Sweden (Ministry of the Environment 

and Energy). 

Make it Work (MiW) aims to establish a more coherent and consistent framework for the EU environmental 

acquis through developing drafting principles on the use of cross-cutting instruments and procedures in EU 

environmental directives and regulations. To achieve that, a forum for discussing broader, strategic 

approaches to smarter EU environmental law has been established. In this forum a coalition of the Member 

States together with the European Commission conduct a dialogue about the modernisation of the EU 

environmental legislation and exchange the best practices about their national legislation. 

MiW aims at delivering environmental outcomes more efficiently and effectively, without lowering existing 

protection standards. Principles drawn up will ensure the protection of the environment. 
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Introduction 

Dear colleague, 

You receive this newsletter because you have attended a Make it Work project workshop 

and/or expert meeting or because you are otherwise involved or interested. 

We know that it's been a while since you last received a MiW newsletter. The good news is 

that this had to do with the busy MiW agenda! Among others, MiW was one of the priorities of 

the Ministry of Infrastructure and the Environment (I&E) during the Netherlands EU Presidency. 

This newsletter aims to inform you about recent developments of the MiW project. 
 

  

Netherlands EU Presidency 
  

The Netherlands EU Presidency 
 

 

The Netherlands has just completed their Presidency of the 

 Council of the European Union. For I&E MiW was one of the 

Presidency's priorities, together with climate and circular 

economy. This means that MiW was one of the topics that 

Minister Sharon Dijksma and Director-General for Climate, the 

Environment and International Affairs, Chris Kuijpers, brought 

up during their visits to different capitals. Their conclusion was 

that many MS are interested in the MiW approach, even 

the MS that have not yet participated in MiW coalition. 

 

 

 

  



High Level Meeting 4 and 5 April 

 

 

On April 4 and 5, the Netherlands organized a high level meeting for MiW and (back to back) 

Circular Economy. The meeting took place in the Presidency location - the Europe Building in 

Amsterdam. 25 MS, Norway, and the EC attended the event. With its interactive structure, 

interesting discussions and field visits, the high level meeting was highly appreciated by both 

EC and the attending MS. 

 

The main goals of the MiW project team for the high level were: to gain support of all the MS 

(in the previous meetings around 16 MS participated) and support at the level of Directors-

General. That support was expressed explicitly. The MS were very enthusiastic about the 

project, where they can work together on better rules and thus on achieving better 

implementation, and also learn from each other. MiW offers a different setting than the groups 

in Brussels where MS negotiate sectoral directives. 

 

The meeting started with speeches by the host, Director-General Chris Kuijpers (I&E), and 

Director-General Daniel Calleja Crespo (EC, DG Environment). Mr. Calleja expressed his 

positive opinion about the joint and strategic approach of MiW. In his presentation he also 

offered a clear opening for the institutional embedding of the MiW project in the EU, as a 

'cross-cutting' forum.  

 

The introduction was followed by presentations on the three selected themes: Gerard O'Leary 

of Irish Environmental Protection Agency (presentation about best practices on compliance 

assurance); Colette Alma of the Association of the Dutch Chemical Industry (dealing with 

interaction between EU directives and regulations) and Hans Mommaas of the Netherlands 

Environmental Assessment Agency (PBL) (reporting requirements and the use of innovative 

solutions). The presentations provided for a vivid discussion in the afternoon breakout 

sessions. 



 

At the end of the day Chris Kuijpers concluded there is broad support for the MiW bottom-up 

approach, with its emphasis to deal with the EU environmental legislation in a cross-cutting 

way. The focus of the project must now be on reporting, better implementation in the MS (and 

discussion about the encountered problems), and the topic of 'interaction' between EU 

environmental directives/regulations. Also, it was agreed that a short report of the meeting 

would be presented during the Environment Council on June 20. Minutes of the high level 

meetings on MiW and Circular Economy can be found on the IEEP website. 
 

  

Environment Council, June 20 
 

 

In the Environment Council (under any other business), 

Minister Sharon Dijksma reflected on the MiW high level 

meeting and presented its conclusions. The EC expressed their 

commitment to the MiW approach. Several MS expressed their 

appreciation for the MiW initiative and said they would 

continue to support it. Sweden announced that they will join 

the MiW project team. 

 

Additionally, MiW appeared in the Council Conclusions on 

Circular Economy. It was a.o. concluded (and also highlighted 

by Minister Dijksma) that policy measures / legislation needed 

to support the transition to a circular economy, must be clear 

and consistent, and focused on efficiency, in line with the 

principles of MiW and Better Regulation. 

  

MiW and Circular Economy 

 

As mentioned above, a link was made during the Presidency 

between MiW and Circular Economy. This has to do with the 

need and desire of the MiW project to take up on concrete and 

current issues, and also to put the MiW products into practice. 

For instance, a Council Working Group (WG) on waste 

regulations (as part of the CE package) in June in Brussels 

was dedicated to the MiW reporting principles and the 

relationship with the waste reporting provisions. During the 

WG the proposed waste reporting provisions were assessed 

using the MiW draft table of key questions. In a lively 

discussion it was noted that the table of key questions was 

very useful for assessing the provisions and that further 

improvements could be made on the basis of the assessment. 

The MiW table of key questions has been endorsed by all the 

participants in the WG. 

  

http://www.ieep.eu/work-areas/environmental-governance/2014/11/make-it-work-project-for-smarter-eu-environmental-law


 

Examples of improvement opportunities: transfer of the 

information can sometimes be better achieved through 

alternative methods (for example through an exchange of MS 

best practices); merging of waste reports and statistics on 

waste would reduce a lot of burden and remove ambiguities. 

Concrete text proposals were passed to the next Presidency 

(Slovakia). 

  

MiW in Inspectorates-General meeting 
 

 

In February 2016, the Dutch Inspectorate-General 

(cooperation unit for the Dutch government inspectorates) 

organized an international conference with the title 

“Enforcement in a Europe without borders”. While legislation 

in Europe is becoming more and more harmonized, there are 

still differences between MS when it comes to supervising 

compliance with the rules. This can lead to enforcement 

deficits and inequality. 

  

This was the reason for the Inspectorate-General to organize 

an international conference. During the workshop Making 

European law work for Inspectorates and companies, 

initiatives were discussed that aim at improving monitoring 

compliance with the European rules. MiW presented the 

drafting principles for compliance assurance. With these 

various initiatives, the participants exchanged ideas and 

experiences that can contribute to a more effective and 

efficient supervision in Europe. 

You can read more about the conference on the website: 

www.rijksinspecties.nl 

  

MiW international project team 

 

 

Make it Work - Få det att fungera? 

We are not sure whether the Swedish translation above is 

correct... but the fact is that on 23 June the Swedes have 

joined the international project team of Make it Work! 

Welcome! 

 

In addition to that, and following the outcomes of the high 

level meeting, we are currently discussing with the EC the 

possibilities for a more structural embedding of MiW within the 

European ranks, while maintaining the (MS-driven) nature of 

http://www.ieep.eu/assets/1791/MiW_drafting_principles_on_compliance_assurance_July_2015.pdf
https://www.rijksinspecties.nl/over-de-inspectieraad/publicaties/brochures/2016/03/29/cross-border-cooperation


 

MiW. 

To be continued! 

  

Reporting 
  

Monitoring and Reporting 

The main project that MiW is currently working on, is the contribution to streamlining and 

improving the reporting and monitoring obligations (M&R) in the European Environmental 

acquis. MiW is closely cooperating with the Commission, as the EC announced a horizontal 

fitness check which also includes climate and energy policy and nature legislation. By the end 

of this year MiW will propose the drafting principles for improving the reporting provisions. 
 

  

Internet consultation of the Commission 
 

 

As part of the fitness check, the EC held a public internet 

consultation called "Streamlining monitoring and reporting 

obligations in environment policy". This consultation ran 

until February, 10th. The Dutch response was uploaded, and 

the contribution indicated that in particular in the areas of 

waste and air there is still much to gain. 

  

M&R has also been put on the agenda of the council working 

groups concerning the new waste regulations. 

  

Joint Make it Work and DG ENVI workshop in Brussels  

 

On 19 and 20 November 2015, DG Environment of the EC in 

Brussels and MiW hosted together a workshop on M&R. This 

issue is currently high on the EC's Better Regulation agenda. 

 

The workshop was attended by (almost all) MS, stakeholders 

and various EU institutions. Its aim was to jointly conduct a 

discussion on a number of basic questions regarding M&R, for 

instance what is the purpose of M&R and how does it take 

place, and to exchange views on common principles, such as 

proportionality and 'ask once, use many times'. 

 

During the first day of the workshop, after some brief 

introductory presentations in the presence of stakeholders, 

MS discussed in small groups questions such as “why do we 

have to report?”, “what should be reported?”, “by whom?” 

and “how?”. Some interesting examples of inconsistent 

reporting requirements were shown. 

 



 

 

The discussion on the second day was about the principles 

such as proportionality, coherence, value, consistency, etc. 

What is their importance, what are relationships between 

them and what’s their interpretation in various policy 

domains? The workshop was concluded with a session on 

solutions and opportunities for improvement, and the MS 

discussed questions like "how should M&R be regulated and at 

which level?". The results of these sessions are taken in the 

preparation of drafting principles for M&R. 

  

INSPIRE conference and MiW workshop 

On 28 September an expert workshop on M&R will be organized, as part of an 

INSPIRE Conference in Barcelona. Further details will (soon) follow per e-mail. 

For the conference and/or the workshop you can register by 22 July at INSPIRE website. 

 

  

  

Establishing closer ties between MiW and EEA in Copenhagen 

 

On June 22 MiW was invited by the management board of the 

European Environment Agency (EEA) to present their work on 

M&R. Prior to that, talks with the EEA staff took place, during 

which attention was paid to the use of the reported data by 

the agency and the need to put more focus on working with 

core data. 

 

The MiW team, together with RIVM (National Institute for 

Public Health and the Environment) and PBL, had presented 

the state of play of the M&R MiW project already earlier, on 

March 3. That presentation had been held for a meeting of the 

EIONET network: a network of 39 countries (including non-

EU) which supports the collection and organization of data and 

the development and dissemination of information concerning 

Europe’s environment. Each country has a focal point. For The 

Netherlands PBL is the focal point. RIVM also carries out work 

http://halconcongresosyeventos.com/registroInspire/


 

for the EEA, for example in the field of air quality, for which 

they receive, verify and transmit data to the EEA. Six research 

institutions do the same for other policy areas. 

 

EEA receives data based on reporting obligations from 

directives and regulations. From the discussions it became 

clear that M&R could be made more effective and efficient. 

  

Other 
  

Committee of the Regions  
 

 

In April, an opinion was adopted by the Committee of the 

Regions with the title EU environment law: improving 

reporting and compliance. With this opinion, the CoR 

provides the EC with recommendations concerning 

environmental reporting and compliance assurance. These 

recommendations are inspired by the drafting principles and 

discussion documents that MiW project delivered on these 

topics. The MiW team explained their products in more detail 

in a meeting during which the commissions for the 

Environment, Climate Change and Energy of the Committee 

discussed the draft opinion. 

  

MiW Conference in Edinburgh 

 

It has now been a while, but in December last year MiW 

organized its third conference entitled "Regulatory Insights, 

Experiences and Enlightenment - making regulation work for 

our Environment". This happened in Edinburgh covered with 

Christmas decorations, and was hosted by the Scots. The 

conference was attended by representatives of 16 MS, 

Norway, EU institutions such as the EC (DG ENV and 

Secretariat General), European Parliament, the General 

Secretariat of the Council, and stakeholders. The aim of this 

conference was to discuss the results and the follow-up of the 

MiW project, and to exchange practical implementation 

experiences. During the conference it already became clear 

that the support for MiW among the MS was increasing. 

  

On the first day presentations were given on the progress of 

the MiW project, on better regulation and implementation and 

law reform in the environmental field in Scotland and Ireland, 

as well as stakeholders views. REACH and recycling were 

presented as an example of regulatory inconsistency. The day 

http://cor.europa.eu/en/activities/opinions/pages/opinion-factsheet.aspx?OpinionNumber=CDR%205660/2015
http://cor.europa.eu/en/activities/opinions/pages/opinion-factsheet.aspx?OpinionNumber=CDR%205660/2015


 

ended with a presentation on how MiW could feed and fit into 

the EU law making process. 

 

On the second day, MiW gave an update on the state of play 

of its products: drafting principles on compliance assurance 

and the results of the M&R Workshop in Brussels. Afterwards, 

Stephan Huber of the Impact Assessment Directorate of the 

EP, elaborated on how the EP uses the impact assessments to 

evaluate the effects of the EP amendments. At the end of the 

meeting MS shared their experiences with the implementation 

of EU environmental legislation and pointed out that MiW 

provides a good framework to discuss implementation issues 

and exchange best practices. Finally, the Netherlands 

EU Presidency plans in the environmental field were outlined. 

  

Environmental Implementation Review, new project of the EC 
 

 

The Environmental Implementation Review project (EIR), on 

which the EC recently released a communication, was 

presented by the EC during the June Environment Council 

under Any other Business. This Review is prompted by the 

fact that the EC has long been concerned about the so-called 

Implementation Gap in the MS: the gap between what is 

being devised at European level (policies and regulations) and 

how it works in practice. On numerous areas MS structurally 

lag behind. This becomes visible by the high amount of 

complaints by citizens and the many formal notices; examples 

are found in the fields of waste, water, air quality. 

 

There are similarities between the EIR and MiW project. Both 

projects aim at improving the implementation of EU 

environmental legislation in MS. The difference between the 

two is that MiW is specifically about improving the coherence 

and consistency of the European environmental legislation 

and, moreover, it is a MS initiative. The EIR aims to analyze 

the cause of the difficulties MS have with the implementation, 

and henceforth, wants to address a wider range of possible 

solutions. 
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Publication of the Make it Work 

team, the Dutch Ministry of 

Infrastructure and the 

Environment, Simpler and Better 

Programme.  

 

Make it Work on IEEP website  

For more information contact: 

postbus.makeitwork@minienm.nl 

 

 

 
 

Editorial 

Paulina Chromik 

paulina.chromik@minienm.nl 

Mobile: +31 611 797 500 

Anke Willemstein 

anke.willemstein@minienm.nl 

Mobile: +31 631 753 337  

  

 

Don’t want to receive this newsletter? Unsubscribe here. 

  
 

              

            

Dit bericht kan informatie bevatten die niet voor u is bestemd. Indien u niet de geadresseerde 

bent of dit bericht abusievelijk aan u is toegezonden, wordt u verzocht dat aan de afzender te 

melden en het bericht te verwijderen. De Staat aanvaardt geen aansprakelijkheid voor schade, 

van welke aard ook, die verband houdt met risico's verbonden aan het elektronisch verzenden 

van berichten.  
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